166 race it is difficult to say which "incident" is more heinous
than the other. To mention the name of Sherman to a
Southerner of the United States is to fill him with burn-
ing indignation. Even the most ignorant yokel knows that
the name Attila is assodated with untold horrors and van-
.dalism. But the Smyrna affair, which far outweighs the
horrors of the first World War or even the present one,
has been somehow soft-pedalled and almost expunged
from the memory of present day man.* The peculiar
horror which clings to this catastrophe is due not alone to
the savagery and barbarism of the Turks but to the dis-
graceful, supine acquiescence of th*e big powers. It was one
of the few shodb which the modern world has suffered—-
the realization that governments, in the pursuit of their
selfish ends, can foster indifference, can reduce to impo-
tence the natural spontaneous impulse of human beings
in the face of brutal, wanton slaughter. Smyrna, like the
Boxer Rebellion and other incidents too numerous to men-
tion, was a premonitory example of the fate which lay in
store for European nations, the fate which they were
slowly accumulating by their diplomatic intrigues, their
petty horse-trading, their cultivated neutrality and indifr
ference in the face of obvious wrongs and injustices.
Every time I hear of the Smyrna catastrophe,' of the
-	stultification of manhood worked on the members of the
armed forces of the great powers who stood idly by under
strict command of their leaders while thousands of inno-
cent men, women and children, were driven into the water
like cattle, shot at, mutilated, burned alive, their hands
chopped off when they tried to climb aboard a foreign
•	vessel, I think of that preliminary warning which I saw
always in French cinemas and which was repeated doubt-
* For a good account read the "Papers Relating to the Foreign Rela-
tions of the U.S., 1922," published by the Department of State in
193$, Vol. 2,

